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Mr. Chair, sustaining sanitation, as related to water policies and management systems, is also a critica
issue to Indigenous Peoples - from every region of the world - both in developing and devel oped
countries.

Indigenous Peoples from both developing and devel oped countries are often the poorest of the poor and,
related to the theme of this session, “From Wastewater to Sustainable Sanitation”, are usually the least
served.

Mr. Chair, it is unfortunate that in some countries, the efforts of 1ndigenous Peoples to achieve self-
determination, the rights to their lands, territories and natural resources; and the securing of their
customary water rights has created serious disputes between States and Indigenous Peoples. This situation
could be one factor contributing to the lack of prioritizing the sustainable sanitation needs and providing
for the implementation of services in Indigenous communities.

Mr. Chair, the Indigenous Peoples’ Caucus would like to offer three recommendations for your
consideration:

1. Locd, National, Regional and International goals must be developed for redlistic targets for
improved sanitation and hygiene services, adopting community-based, low-cost and intermediate
technological approaches, bearing in mind the human right to clean, safe water and sanitation
services.

2. Developing and developed countries must develop and strengthen clear policies, targets and
institutional frameworks to improve sanitation, assure safe and adequate water supply, as well as
access to hygiene services for the Indigenous Peoples who live within their boundaries.

3. Water and sanitation services must remain in the public sector. All governments must commit to
public sector delivery of water and sanitation services. Indigenous Peoples have serious concerns
with a market-based approach to water, sanitation services and management. There must be
assurance that adequate financia resources are made available and that there is the provision for
local capacity-building. In areas with Indigenous communities, mechanisms for the option for
Indigenous Peoples to control and manage their own water and sanitation systems must be
provided.



