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Disrespectful Comments Bring National Attention to Youth 
Environmental Movement

By BJ McManama 11/10/2007

Earlier this week comments were
made by national right-wing radio
talk show host Rush Limbaugh that
a young Yup'ik woman’s emotional
statements were not genuine and
that she had been brainwashed by
the Democratic Party has
generated debate in the national
media. Articles from the Anchorage
and Fairbanks newspapers to
political Web Blogs like McClatchy’s
Truth to Power quoted the talk
show host that began the dialog.
Cheryl “Charlee” Lockwood’s
November 5th testimony before
the House Select Committee on
Energy Independence and Global
Warming regarding the impacts on

her St. Michaels Alaska community from climate change were tearful. Lockwood’s
statements are shared among numerous people from indigenous communities around the
world. 

PHOTO CAPTION: Pictured are the students of the Energy Action Coalition’s Power Shift 2007
rally on capitol hill. Pictured from left to right: Arita Chasing Hawk; Alyssa Howling Wolf;
Anthony Felix, Amber Felix; Terrance Trottier; Kandi Mossett and Hollie Hosie.

"Our traditional ways of life will die like the food we grew up eating, our hunters will have to
travel farther to keep food in their homes…our culture will die because everyone will have to
move someplace and there will be no one to teach them..." Lockwood stated during part of
her testimony to the committee. 

Limbaugh’s comments included arguments that global warming is not happening and is part
of a conspiracy by liberals to control and limit choices. He stated on his radio show “…the
warming that has occurred in Alaska is a natural event. It's called the Pacific Decadal
Oscillation.” And accused the Democrats of supporting “…the advancement of a political
issue that will grow the size of government and increase their control over everyone.” 

He justified his statements after his comments were questioned regarding his attack on Ms.
Lockwood by stating, “The days where you get to bring aboard to your committee hearings
or in your television commercials so-called innocent little victims -- either of diseases, or of
age, or of gender -- and expect them not to be criticized when they enter the political
arena, those days are over, Democrats.”

This controversy has drawn more attention to Ms. Lockwood’s words and to the growing
number of young adults committed to environmental issues. 

Ms. Lockwood was in the nation’s capitol as part of Energy Action Coalition’s Power Shift
2007. Over 5,500 youth activists from all walks of life came to testify in front of the Senate
committee and meet with nearly every Senator’s office and more than 300 House offices.
Their goal was to show their leaders they are committed to confronting the global warming
challenge. Founded, organized and led by youth, the Energy Action Coalition includes over
50 organizations. This convergence is considered the largest gathering and environmental
lobbying effort to date.

As stated on the Power Shift 2007 website, the youth leaders and delegates were also there
to; “share ideas, learn new skills, make new connections, establish a national voice for our
generation, and send a united message to our national leaders: we are moving beyond the
same old special interests, empty promises, and inadequate results to embrace a new
paradigm that leverages our strengths and achieves what is possible for our future.”
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Many of the youth delegates to Power Shift are members of the Indigenous Environmental
Network (IEN) sponsored Tribal Campus Climate Challenge project. These students come
from American Indian high schools and college campuses from the United States and
Canada. The “Challenge” leverages the power of young Indigenous people to organize,
lobby for and win clean energy policies at their schools. To take on the challenge means
forming a core group of students within the school who meet on a regular basis to
determine activities and actions designed to protect and preserve so future generations
might have a chance to “enjoy Mother Earth”.

With the assistance of the IEN, six students from the United Tribes Technical College in 
Bismarck, ND were able to take part in the monumental occasion. Amber Felix, Anthony
Felix, Arita Chasing Hawk, Alyssa Howling Wolf, Terrance Trottier and Holly Hosie had the 
unique opportunity to be at the forefront of real change. 

On Monday morning students spoke in a congressional hearing before the Select 
Committee on Energy Independence and Global Warming followed by a rally on the U.S. 
Capitals West lawn. In addition, students met with their Senators and Representatives from
their respective states to ask for Green Jobs Now; to cut Carbon 80% by 2050 and start 
reducing emissions at least 30% by 2020; and to put a call out for No New Coal. 

Kandi Mossett, Tribal Campus Climate Challenge Organizer for the IEN stated that Power
Shift 2007 for them “…is only one small step in the beginning of this movement. We will
continue to work hard to make our voices heard and to say that we are tired of being victims
of environmental injustices and we are ready to fight for a change. We know that the
Climate Security Act of 2007 is not strong enough and should allocate much more of the
auction proceeds to American Indian, Alaska Natives and Hawaiian Natives and other
disproportionately affected communities. Until all communities are given equal rights and
Global Climate Change is taken seriously we will continue to fight.” 

Evon Peter, former Chief of the Neetsaii Gwich'in people in Alaska, spoke to a large crowd of
young adults about of the realities of the indigenous struggle. “The crisis we are facing in
civilization today is centuries old – we are not in and only in an economic and environmental
crisis, this crisis is also a spiritual and cultural crisis that is occurring. It is rooted in a deeply
entrenched inhumanity that we have been practicing for too long. As indigenous peoples
from this land we have been clear in that – ever since the formation of this United States
Government over 500 treaties signed by our people, every single one of them is violated
every single day. Our people are still striving to uphold those agreements that we made
with this government but it fails us everyday.

“There is no question in our mind that the ideas of justice and liberty for all have been
abused and manipulated. They are powerful words – they have powerful ideas underlying
them. But the practice of them has been completely dysfunctional – they have been rooted
in a place of greed for power, for wealth, for control rather than a practice of taking
advantage of opportunities for the betterment for our communities and for our society… I
am doubtful that many of us here in North America have ever experienced the true freedom
that is to be a human being….we have been numbed to reality…we have a lot of work to
do…to end the cycles of dysfunction. It’s overwhelming to even think about it – we as
human beings are part of creation –our ecosystem… we have strayed…we have work to do…
face the fears we have in ourselves head on… face challenges…to move out of the cycles we
have created for ourselves…move back to being indigenous, which we all were at one time…”

For more information:

Power Shift 2007: http://www.powershift07.org
Indigenous Environmental Network: http://www.ienearth.org
Energy Action Coalition: http://climatechallenge.org/
Tribal Campus Climate Challenge contact Kandi Mossett iencampusclimate@igc.org
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